
What is critical 
thinking?

Critical thinking is important in 
every aspect of our lives. It helps 
us make decisions, solve 
problems, and learn new 
information. But how and why  do 
we develop these skills in school?

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/problem-based-learning-a-teachers-guide


The Critical Thinking process
involves the use of the mind to 
incorporate prior experience and basic 
knowledge about a subject matter in 
order to reach conclusions.

Logical reasoning is one of the three 
main components of critical thinking. 
This component requires students to 
think critically about a problem and then 
apply logic to solve it. Students must 
understand the difference between 
logical and illogical arguments and 
recognize when someone is using logical 
fallacies.

http://www.structural-learning.com/post/total-participation-techniques
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/cultural-capital
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/subject-leadership-in-primary-schools


Why critical thinking is important?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0vUsxhMczI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0vUsxhMczI


Five tips for improving 
critical thinking in 

your classroom



1. Teach Students How to Think Critically
Teaching students how to think critically 
involves helping them understand the 
difference between facts and opinions. Facts 
are true statements that can be proven using 
evidence. Opinions are beliefs based on 
personal experiences, feelings, values, and 
preferences.

When teaching students how to think 
critically, focus on helping them distinguish
between facts and opinions. Helping 
students learn how to think critically will 
improve their ability to analyze information 
and solve problems.



2. Encourage Critical Thinking
Encouraging students to think critically means 

encouraging them to question everything. If you ask 

students questions such as “Why did you write that?,” 

“What makes you say that?,” or “How would you prove 

that?,” you encourage them to think critically.

Asking questions helps students become better 

thinkers. Questions allow students to explore issues 

and come up with answers themselves. Asking 

questions encourages students to think deeply and 

analytically.

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/questioning-in-teaching
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/child-development-theories
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/how-to-develop-metacognition


3. Use Real World Examples
Real world examples are helpful for teaching 

students how to think. Using real world examples 

allows students to apply concepts to situations 

outside of school.

For example, if you teach students how to identify 

logical fallacies, you can show them how to 

recognize these errors in arguments. Showing 

students how to identify logical fallacy gives them 

practice identifying common mistakes made by 

others.



4. Provide Feedback
Providing feedback is another effective method 

for teaching students how to improve their critical 

thinking skills. Giving students positive and 

constructive criticism improves their performance.

Giving students negative feedback does not 

improve their performance. Negative feedback 

may discourage students from trying again. 

Positive feedback motivates students to continue 

working toward success.

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/formative-assessment-strategies-a-teachers-guide
https://www.structural-learning.com/post/high-performance-learning


5. Model Good Critical 
Thinking Skills

Modelling good critical thinking skills is one of the 

most effective methods for teaching students how 

to become better thinkers. Teaching students how 

to think critically requires modeling good critical 

thinking skills.

Good critical thinking skills include asking open-

ended questions, analyzing data, evaluating 

sources, and recognizing logical fallacies.

https://www.structural-learning.com/post/modelling-learning


In a world where artificial intelligence 
is on the rise and continuously 

developing, a humanized value such 
as critical thinking is increasingly 

important. Reliance on technology 
makes life simpler in many ways, but 
simultaneously makes the possession 

of certain skills and abilities more 
attractive to potential employers and 
more beneficial for individuals who 

possess them.

Critical thinking allows for creativity when problem-solving and promotes independence
and confidence. Should technology ever fail, those who are able to think critically in a 

variety of situations will be the ones who are valued the most.


